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11234700 MAMMOTH POOL RESERVOIR NEAR BIG CREEK, CA
San Joaquin River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 37°19′40″, long 119°19′38″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SE ¼ SE ¼ sec.10, T.7 S., R.24 E.,  Madera County, 
Hydrologic Unit 18040006, in Sierra National Forest, in gatehouse of power tunnel intake, 0.7 mi northwest of dam on San Joaquin River, and 9.0 mi 
northwest of town of Big Creek. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--995 mi². 

WATER-STAGE RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1959 to current year. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is NGVD of 1929 (levels by Southern California Edison Co.). 

REMARKS.--Reservoir is formed by an earthfill dam; storage began Oct. 8, 1959. Usable capacity, 119,940 acre-ft, between elevations 3,100.00 ft, invert of 
power tunnel, and 3,330.00 ft, crest of spillway. Additional storage of 2,780 acre-ft is not available for release. Water is diverted from Mammoth Pool 
through tunnel for power development and returned to river 8.5 mi downstream from dam. Records, excluding extremes, represent usable contents. 
See schematic diagram of lower San Joaquin River Basin. Discrepancy in storage figures transitioning from end of last water year to the beginning of 
this one due to datum correction found and applied in the 2005 water year, that was not applied in the 2004 water year. 

COOPERATION.--Records were collected by Southern California Edison Co., under general supervision of the U.S. Geological Survey, in connection with 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission project no. 2085. Records not rounded to U.S. Geological Survey standards. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum contents, 128,944 acre-ft, Jan. 2, 1997, elevation, 3,338.00 ft; minimum contents since appreciable 
storage was attained, 1,134 acre-ft, Sept. 25, 1992, elevation, 3,112.82 ft. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum contents, 126,443 acre-ft, May 16, elevation, 3,335.80 ft; minimum, 16,973 acre-ft, Mar. 10, elevation, 
3,188.78 ft. 

 

Capacity table (elevation, in feet, and contents, in acre-feet) 
(Based on table provided by Southern California Edison Co., dated Nov. 6, 1959) 

Elevation Contents Elevation Contents Elevation Contents Elevation Contents 
3,100 0 3,130 3,114 3,180 14,060 3,260 56,381 
3,105 417 3,140 4,605 3,190 17,414 3,280 72,109 
3,110 861 3,150 6,402 3,200 21,400 3,300 89,781 
3,115 1,355 3,160 8,618 3,220 31,109 3,320 109,336 
3,120 1,900 3,170 11,165 3,240 42,787 3,340 131,255 

 

http://pubs.usgs.gov/wdr/2005/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11234700
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RESERVOIR STORAGE, ACRE FEET 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2004 TO SEPTEMBER 2005 

DAILY OBSERVATION AT 2400 HOURS 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 27,929 35,727 22,222 25,666 74,423 35,344 41,616 86,566 124,031 122,450 108,925 52,597 
2 28,011 35,495 21,868 26,463 76,063 33,018 43,231 90,741 123,874 122,394 107,182 51,439 
3 28,027 35,367 21,001 27,172 77,496 30,600 45,610 95,811 124,245 122,920 105,812 49,838 
4 27,945 34,984 20,083 27,659 77,220 28,243 47,111 100,968 124,099 122,662 104,302 48,231 
5 27,981 34,689 19,581 28,089 76,937 25,724 47,506 107,979 123,638 122,618 102,739 46,646 

6 28,042 33,985 18,833 27,965 76,672 23,102 48,897 114,046 122,752 122,249 100,502 44,891 
7 27,766 33,484 18,582 28,366 76,397 20,726 51,985 118,253 122,227 122,383 98,355 42,548 
8 27,567 33,484 18,563 30,921 75,882 18,704 53,806 121,658 121,792 122,260 96,795 40,542 
9 27,690 33,217 18,739 33,718 73,398 17,599 55,008 122,853 121,814 121,993 95,021 38,665 

10 27,827 33,579 19,100 36,876 71,009 17,033 55,356 121,948 122,182 121,748 93,306 37,814 

11 27,838 34,281 19,557 41,003 68,155 17,167 55,573 121,692 122,730 121,725 91,762 35,985 
12 27,776 34,404 19,845 42,115 66,105 18,100 56,009 121,859 122,831 121,714 89,800 33,718 
13 27,807 34,365 20,075 42,838 66,597 19,283 56,824 122,383 123,559 121,681 89,355 32,241 
14 27,812 34,303 20,370 42,990 64,567 20,726 56,359 123,032 123,941 121,425 87,051 31,077 
15 27,674 33,551 20,477 43,200 62,705 21,018 55,958 123,537 124,381 121,159 85,082 29,400 

16 27,792 32,604 20,317 43,486 61,779 21,712 56,602 125,704 123,773 120,948 83,436 27,924 
17 28,027 31,744 20,144 44,132 60,728 22,460 58,541 123,357 123,099 120,781 81,660 27,136 
18 29,316 31,206 20,197 45,532 59,329 22,549 60,622 123,525 122,596 120,726 79,746 26,603 
19 30,440 30,691 20,156 47,235 57,060 23,491 61,695 123,975 122,316 120,350 78,203 25,402 
20 32,621 30,408 20,259 49,099 57,638 24,541 64,455 124,212 122,394 120,195 75,754 24,704 

21 33,601 29,815 20,333 51,000 56,514 24,639 64,950 124,065 122,730 120,161 73,863 24,021 
22 33,879 28,857 20,185 52,956 54,685 27,884 65,968 124,550 122,998 120,361 71,717 23,377 
23 33,952 27,929 20,255 54,922 52,442 30,026 66,686 124,313 122,629 120,150 69,251 22,217 
24 34,197 27,318 20,419 56,868 49,715 30,026 67,886 124,245 122,462 119,623 67,585 21,912 
25 34,415 26,628 20,688 61,001 46,803 30,659 69,226 124,742 122,316 118,772 65,358 21,281 

26 34,857 26,085 20,626 64,734 43,825 31,728 71,233 124,889 122,082 117,285 63,007 20,722 
27 35,282 25,445 20,680 66,475 40,726 33,829 74,220 124,979 121,915 115,920 60,956 20,108 
28 35,589 24,797 20,730 67,171 38,065 35,778 77,220 124,686 121,926 114,511 58,803 19,565 
29 35,778 23,617 21,222 68,939 --- 37,730 79,081 123,773 122,160 113,054 56,713 18,637 
30 35,865 22,820 22,218 70,885 --- 38,828 82,143 123,638 122,394 111,384 54,750 17,936 
31 35,796 --- 24,812 72,664 --- 40,389 --- 123,874 --- 109,709 53,062 --- 

Max 35,865 35,727 24,812 72,664 77,496 40,389 82,143 125,704 124,381 122,920 108,925 52,597 
Min 27,567 22,820 18,563 25,666 38,065 17,033 41,616 86,566 121,792 109,709 53,062 17,936 
Elevation, in feet, at end of month 
 3,228.44 3,203.24 3,207.62 3,280.66 3,232.30 3,236.14 3,291.62 3,333.53 3,332.21 3,320.36 3,255.38 3,191.38
Change in contents, in acre-feet 
 +7,836 -12,976 +1,992 +47,852 -34,599 +2,324 +41,754 +41,731 -1,480 -12,685 -56,647 -35,126 

 

 Calendar Year 2004 Water Year 2005 

Change in contents, in acre-feet -2,761 -10,024 
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